School of Biological Sciences, Departmental Admissions Statement for 2009 entry.
Admissions team:

Dr Andy Bailey (Senior Admissions Tutor)

Prof. Simon Hiscock (Admissions Tutor)

Prof. Gareth Jones (Admissions Tutor)

Prof. Richard Wall (Admissions Tutor)

Charlotte Webb (Admissions Secretary)

The admissions team are responsible for admissions to the single honours degrees in Biology (C100), Botany (C200) and Zoology (C300). The School of Biological Sciences is the lead department for administering the joint honours degrees in Psychology & Zoology (CC83, Admissions Tutor: Dr Arthur Goldsmith) and Biology & Mathematics (CG11, Admissions Tutor: Dr Robert Payne) working closely with admissions staff in other departments for these and for the joint degree in Geology & Biology (FC11) administered through the Department of Earth Sciences.
Assessment and selection

All applications are considered independently by at least two members of the admissions team. All applications are considered on an equal basis. Candidates are not discriminated against on the grounds of race, ethnicity, nationality, gender, sexuality, religion, disability or age. Applications from those applying more or less directly from schools or colleges are normally assessed purely on the information contained within the application forms. If the application is ambiguous or indicates unusual circumstances then candidates may be invited to an interview. Wherever possible, candidates will be contacted within four weeks of receipt of their application to outline the process to be followed.
Academic record

The main criterion for assessment is the academic record of the applicant. We place great emphasis on applicants showing an aptitude for sciences, so would normally expect to see a strong track record in these subjects throughout the candidate’s education. This would normally be indicated by excellent grades in a range of science and science-related subjects at GCSE and, where declared, AS-level qualifications, in addition to excellent achieved/predicted grades for A2. The range of subjects being studied is also very important and we would usually expect to see A-level Biology plus at least one, but preferably two other science/mathematics subjects. The general Biology A-level is preferable to Human Biology as we expect applicants to have wide-ranging background knowledge including plant and environmental sciences. Where only two sciences are offered at A2, we would usually expect to see an additional science subject taken at AS level. We do not accept A-level General Studies or Critical Thinking for admissions purposes because their content is inappropriate for a science degree, and other non-science A-levels may not be regarded favourably in comparison to a strong science portfolio. We welcome applications from those taking other equivalent qualifications such as International Baccalaureate and in these circumstances we expect to see a strong science and science-related portfolio within the subjects being offered.
Throughout the application process we follow the guidelines set out in the University’s Widening Participation policy and therefore we recognise that applications should be assessed in the context of the overall levels of achievement for the candidate’s school or college, particularly where this is well below the national average. Mitigating circumstances may also be taken into account when assessing an applicant’s academic record where this may have affected examination performance or the range of subjects available for study.

Academic reference

The reference provided by the school or college can provide valuable information from those who have worked closely with the applicant in an academic setting. We expect to see a favourable, but realistic, report with a candid assessment of the applicant’s potential for further study. Other comments regarding particular achievements (academic or otherwise) are also taken into account.

Personal statement

Admissions tutors are looking both for evidence that the applicant is well-informed about the subject and for their motivation for applying to study biological sciences. We will also take note of any other information that the candidate considers to be relevant and wishes us to take into account.

Mature and non-standard applicants

We welcome applications from “non-standard” applicants (i.e. those not taking A-level or equivalent exams, or those with a significant gap before re-entering education). Such candidates are considered separately, on an individual basis. All promising applicants will be interviewed by two appropriately trained members of staff (at least one of whom will be an admissions tutor) in accordance with the University’s policy on equal opportunities. These interviews will include some standard questions to allow comparison between applicants, but will also give the applicant an opportunity to discuss their application, and to explain their individual motivation and experiences that may be applicable to their desired program of study. Interviewees may also be required to complete a standard short written exercise, which may also be used as part of the assessment.
Overseas applicants

We welcome applications from overseas candidates. Such applications are processed and considered in exactly the same was as home students. Applications from students whose first language is not English would be expected to demonstrate proficiency by having achieved an appropriate score (minimum 6.5 in all components) in the IELTS or equivalent qualification.
Offers

Data from previous years are used to determine how many offers we should make in order to meet our entry target. This is currently a total of 115 places for the three single honours degrees, 11 places for Psychology & Zoology and 10 for Biology & Mathematics. We would usually expect to make approximately 540 offers for the single honours degrees, 30 for Psychology & Zoology and 35 for Biology & Mathematics. Our usual offer to A-level applicants for single honours degrees is expected to be AAB or ABB, depending on the range of subjects offered by the applicant, and equivalent offers are made to those with other qualifications. The School welcomes applications from those seeking deferred entry and treats these in the same way as other applications.
